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Giving Back

Each woman in the Chrome Divas Southeast Nebraska
Chapter has her own story. Many have domestic violence
in their past. A couple have stayed at Friendship Home or
other domestic violence shelters in Nebraska. All of them
are dedicated to making sure other women and children
have a safe place.

Chrome Divas Southeast Nebraska Chapter

Their meeting starts with an agenda filled with items
concerning Friendship Home. The Chrome Divas chose

one charity to focus on in 2011 and Friendship Home was
blessed to be it. A Poker Run. Adopt-A-Room. Stuff the
Bus. Garage Sale. Safe Quarters. Tee Shirt Quilt. Their list
of projects goes on and on. An entire year committed to the
well being of families in shelter.

And the Chrome Divas aren’t alone.

Laura* and her children are living in one of Friendship
Home’s transitional housing units. They, along with
other Friendship Home residents, walked door to

door October 2 collecting donations during Safe
Quarters. She shared that her and her children

“have never been turned away from the shelter in

our greatest time of need and danger. We are so
greatly appreciative and I can’t wait to show my
thanks and be able to give back!”

nd so much more

““We have never heen turned away

from the shelter in our greatest time
of need and danger. We are so greatly
appreciative and I can’t wait to show
my thanks and be able to give back!”

Another survivor who
formed a Safe Quarters
team told us, “ Thank
you for doing this. It
makes survivors feel
empowered to walk
door to door for a
cause that affects them
personally, I know it
does me. Every little bit
of empowerment helps
give women like me
another reason to smile
and go on.”

Michelle and Chris

Women who have stayed
at Friendship Home or
other shelters find so many ways to give back. They walk in
Safe Quarters and throw fundraisers. They speak to groups
and volunteer their time. They encourage their employers to
give and make personal contributions. They have been there
and are now empowered to make a difference for others.

You are right there with them. Every donation you
make, every time you volunteer, you empower
women to give back.

*name changed to protect confidentiality




Stories That Changed Us

Jennie Lee

by Judy Gergen and Theresa Coleman

What I remember most about my
mother, Jennie, was her courage,
strength, and her will to live which
sustained her through many years of
neglect and abuse which began on the
day she was born.

Jennie left her abusive home around
age sixteen, and hitched a ride to
Denver, hoping to find a better life by
following her older sister there. She
married and soon had three children of
her own. Robert was an alcoholic trying
to escape his own pain. They fought
constantly when they were together. In
the days following the Depression, they
did interesting things to

get money.
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They bought cases of Oleo margarine,
mixed it with buttermilk, and sold it as
butter in bars, for fifty cents a pound.

We spent much of our family time in the
car, traveling to various cities, sleeping
in cheap hotels, and I also remember
sleeping in a laundry mat. Sometimes
when Mom and Dad were arguing, he
would stop the car, push us all out,

and leave us stranded in a strange city
with no place to go and no money. I
remember being dumped in Chicago in
the middle of the night. It was winter,
and we didn’t even have our shoes or
coats on. My mom found a place for us
until Dad returned, several days later.

One time in Omaha, mother took us
down to the police station and asked for
them to give us a cell to get us out of
the cold for a night. They refused her, so
she promptly went outside and threw
a brick through their window to

make them reconsider, but they did not.
I don’t know where we slept that night.

One night in a motel room in Oakland,
CA my father was sitting quietly in a
rocker. I recall sitting with my mother
while my brothers were in bed. Dad
suddenly stood up, pulled his pockets
inside out, spilling all of the change onto
the floor, and went into the bathroom,
locking the door. After a few minutes,
Mom began knocking on the door and
screaming for him to open it. She got
louder and louder until he emerged,
covered in blood. He had slit his wrists.
My mother called the ambulance. I
vividly remember kneeling beside my
mother wiping Dad’s blood from the
bathroom floor. In spite of all of this,
she remained strong and determined to
do everything she could to try to hold
her broken family together.

Partners in \:rlendship

With the year coming to a close, we are looking back at 2011 and giving thanks for all of the groups and individuals who gave
in so many ways to the women and children at Friendship Home. Here is a look at the past few months:

The women at Alpha Chi Omega held two fundraisers

for Friendship Home this fall. Their annual Chips-N-Dip
fundraiser and the UNL Greek Community Dance. Their
involvement doesn’t stop with fundraising. Many of the
women from this sorority volunteer as Children’s Advocates
at our shelters and collect funds through our Safe Quarters

drive.

Friendship
Home with
a percentage
of sales in

November.

Another sorority from UNL, Sigma Psi Zeta, helps out

Friendship Home in many ways. Their members fundraise

during Safe Quarters, sell purple bracelets to benefit

Friendship Home, and volunteer their time and skills to help

women and children.

Hope Reformed Church has been passing their ‘Cup of Hope

Amy Schlichting and Kay Mathews

7

at their church all year long. Funds collected benefit families
at Friendship Home. The coupon site, Zingtown! benefitted




In the ten years that they were married,

[ can’t recall seeing any expression of
love between my parents. During most
of those years, my father was “‘on the
road”, leaving mom to try to care for us
alone.

The last place I recall my dad dumping
us was near 23rd and Saint Mary’s, in
Omabha in front of Neil’s Bar, next to
Plotkin’s Grocery where they bought
the Oleo. Marilynn, a kind stranger who
was sitting at the front window of the
bar, saw him push us out. She took us in
and got us an apartment in a building
that she managed. She became a good
friend to my mother. That friendship led

Mom to her first job

at a downtown clothes
cleaner. This was the
beginning of the end of
my mother’s dependence
on her husband.

After my mom broke away from my
dad, she worked hard to take care of

us. He would turn up from time to time,
but she refused to take him back. Her
loneliness often carried her to the bars.
My brothers and I grew up learning to
fend for ourselves, but we always had an
unbreakable bond with each other and
our mother, who was the glue that kept
us together. We had to move often when
she fell behind on the rent, but stayed

in the downtown Omaha area, until we
were blessed with a wonderful stepdad
who adored my mom and provided the
stability that we so desperately needed.

Judnﬁ Gergeh and Jennie Lee Tesch

While discussing the many times that
Dad dumped us on the street, and how
she managed to take care of us, my mom
had a moment of realization. “*Well,” she
said, I guess God was looking out for
us.”

[ can’t help but wonder how we may
have been spared some misery if my
mother could have turned to a Friendship
Home to help her break the “cycle of
abuse.”

Judy Gergen, the daughter of Jennie
Tesch is an interior designer and the
owner of Inspirational Interiors.

Theresa Coleman is a leader in the
Celebrate Recovery 12- step program at
Lincoln Berean Church.

Theresa and Judy share a desire to
encourage victims of abuse to break free
from the devastating cycle.

Women from Pleasant Dale American Legion Auxiliary #354
collected food items for women and children staying at Friendship
Home, as did women from P.E.O. chapter GV. Two local retail

stores donated items to Friendship Home during their annual drives.
Footloose and Fancy donated shoes and wool socks and Dillards

donated purses and watches.

Cheever Construction helped out the shelter with their Cheever Cares
program. They fixed stairs at one shelter, making them safe and sound

for residents.

Finally, a heartfelt thank you to Amy Schlichting from Verizon. Amy
clocked over 50 hours of volunteer work for Friendship Home over
the past three months. Verizon matched her hours with a financial

donation through their volunteer incentive program.

Ryan Anderson and Ha\eigh Riggle
from Footloose and Fancy




safe (@)duarters

The generous support of community volunteers, sponsors, and donors resulted in $121,000 raised for battered women and their children.
Thank you so much to all who made Safe Quarters possible for families at Friendship Home.
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Sincere Thanks to Our Donors

Friendship Home thanks its contributors for their generosity. The following list reflects contributions between August 16, 2011 and

November 14,2011. All donations help provide safe shelter, support, advocacy and comprehensive services for battered women and their

children. Contact the Development Office at 402.434.0167 or by email to tracyh@friendshiphome.org with any questions or concerns.
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A & M Cable Installers, LLC

Acklie Charitable Foundation

Alpha Chi Omega Xi Chapter

Alpha Gamm Kappa Chapter

Ash Grove Cement Company

Bliss Massage

Breslow Charitable Foundation

Cabela’s World’s Foremost Bank

Campbell Elementary School

Cattle National Bank

Christian Life Church

Chrome Divas Southeast
Nebraska Chapter

Continental Western Insurance
Company

Cooper Foundation

Drywallers, Inc

Duncan Aviation

Eastridge Presbyterian Church

El Centro de las Americas

First Christian Church

First-Plymouth Congregational

Church

Five Nines Development

Furniture Facelifts

G.T. Marketing and Fund Raising

Goldwing Touring Association
Nebraska Chapter C

Good Shepherd Presbyterian
Church

Great Western Bank

Hampton Family Foundation

Hope Community Church

Lancaster County Treasurer

Lester Electrical of Nebraska

Lincoln Housing Authority

Connect With Friendship Home

Follow Us on Twitter

@FriendshipHome

Like Us on Facebook_

www.facebook.com/friendshiphome
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United Methodist Women
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Verizon Wireless

Waverly Area Kiwanis

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Women’s Clinic of Lincoln
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In Honor OFf

Jeanette Maas’s Birthday from
Sandra Carrington-Robertson
and Vaughn Robertson, Susan
Dinsdale, Carol Knolle-Faulkner
and R. W. Faulkner, Connie
Micek, June and John Reta,
Bonnie Rosenberger, and Lela
Steinkruger

Meagan Willoughby’s Birthday
Srom Andrew and Amy Schafer,
Jamie Warziniack, and Gregg
and Paula Widholm

Moe Jamshidi from the Nebraska
Department of Roads

Shannon Moncure & Gary Fehr
Sfrom Michelle Nguyen

Stephanie and Ian Cottingham
JSfrom David Swanson

Ih Memory OFf

Betty Werster from Dorothy and
Wilmer Schmidt

Candy Nedela Spiegel from Kate
and Jeff High

Caroline Janene Peterson from
Elaine House

Dale Blythe from Catherine Blythe

Alyce Purvis from Donald Purvis

Doris Leff from Larry and Connie
Gaskill

Edna Wright from Evelyn Keith

Helen Eastlack from Norris and
Jan Shehan

Jeanne Mohatt on her birthday
from Alta Mohatt and Mary
Mohatt

Jeannine Moore from Rodney
Moore

Joseph Murphy from Kay
Mathews
Keith Snyder from Ruth
Snyder
Lapele Mitchell from Mary
Shipman
Leonard Nels Peterson from
Elaine House
Marty Hamill from Acklie
Charitable Foundation, Ritch
and Raette Bahe, Diane and Jeff
Bond, Anne and Kirk Bradford,
Ann and Doug Campbell,
Mike and Carol Campbell,
Campbell Elementary School,
Mary and Doug Carper, Eli
and Peggy Ann Chesen, Evelyn
and Ronald Conrad, Connie
and Todd Duncan, Leesa and
Robert Dzuris, D. Joy Frame,
Sonja and Monty Fredrickson,
Jim and Nancy Ganser, Mary
Hall, Bernie and Connie Heier,
Eleanor Heiser, Linda Herman,
Viva Herndon, Elizabeth and
Frank Hilsabeck, Frances Kasl,
Annabelle and Victor Kovar,
Sharon Lindgren, Marilyn
Meclntire, Marsha and Benjamin
Neff, Julie and James Pittenger,
Patricia Rand, Nick and Diane
Richters, Judy and Bill Roper,
Brad and Mary Schmidt, Janet
and George Simmons, Theo
Sonderegger, Nancy Sutton,
Tyler Sutton and Aina Silenieks,
Verla Swearingin, Susan Ugai,
Pat Vanderford, Susie and
Rick Windle, Erdice and Anita
Yearley, and Brenda Zitek
Mike Beacham from Michael and
Kathryn Adams, Ash Grove
Cement Company, Brelt and
Kristine Benson, Julie Chlopeckz,
Glenn and Donna Clayton, Roger
and Ann Figard, Mary Lou and
Karl Fredrickson, Sonja and
Monty Fredrickson, Lois and
Jerry Gowler, Edmund Graber,
Holcim, Doug and Tammie Holle,
Richard and Mary Luduwig,
Danny and Linda Nichols, Mark
Omelaniec, Osage Heritage,
Kurt and Susan Robak, Donald
and Cynthia Sardeson, James
and Karen Schurr, Norm and
Joyce Sell, The Abel Foundation,
Maurice and Beverly Vonsaek,
and Thomas and Joyce Wheelan
Thelma Reynolds from Karen and
Steve Carr
Trudee Schweppe from Darrell
Schweppe
Vera Westerberg from Roger
Westerberg
William Mohatt from Mary Mohatt




