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Dear Friends,

One of the most interesting aspects of putting together the Annual Impact Report is reflecting on the p:
year when we are nearly mwday through a new one. Not unlike driving down the road using the rear vie

mirror as your windshield. We know exactly wh
headed. Moving forward requires a great deal of
skill ébut even more fait

Since Friendship first opened its doors in 1978, there
have been two constants; battered women who neede
a safe place and donors, like you, who wanted them tc
have it. I n todaydés wor |l
prevailing mood, we have relied on you; had faith that
your wellspring of compassion and justice would meet
the needs of victims.

In 2010, formerly secure funding from local, state and
federal grants became decidedly less secure. Even at
the best of times, the amounts from these sources
remained flat as the cost of providing safe shelter and
supportive services have soared. Yet you, our
neighbors and friends, reached deeper to ensure
women and children had safe refuge from a violent
partner.

Throughout this Impact Report you will see the
evidence of what your faithful support meant to so
many.

It is not a clich® to say that your gifts sa\
story, you will take pride in her accomplishments because you helped her achieve them.

As | consider what is behind us, | must look forward too. | cannot reflect on the past without deep

concern for the challenges that lay before us. But with my concern comes a deep and abiding gratitu
for what you have created for so manyésafety
abuse.



VALUE STATEMENTS

Listening: We value the hopes, dreams, fears, and concerns of the women and children we serve.
That means that our role is to listenfi really listerfi as they explore their newly found freedom and
discover the next steps on their journeys.

Empowerment: We support the journeys of battered women and their children. We value an

environment that enables them to understand their strengths and to discover the power within.

To do this we must creatively adapt our approach.
unique needs.

Accountability: We believe that we are not powerless against violence and that breaking the cycle is
possible. To do this, we as a community must hold batterers accountable for the crimes they commit
against their victims.

Relationships: We support the personal connections and meaningful relationships between battered
women and the people who care about them. WE value the unique relationship between parent and
child and embrace families in shelter with loving support.

Safety and Confidentiality: We believe that no woman or child should live in fear of domestic
vi ol ence. We respect a womands right to privacy
her aspirations without intimidation, violence or control.

Collaboration: We value the joint efforts of a community that pools resources, talents and ideas to
help victims of domestic violence. We hope to change the cultural attitudes that have created it.



M Friendship Home

MISSION STATEMENT

Friendship Home exists to support, shelter and advocate for women and their children who are victims of do-
mestic violence.

Friendship Home Seeks To:
Provide a continuum of safe, confidential shelter options --from emergency shelter through transitional
shelter.

Provide a rich array of crisis intervention services, case management and emotional support to women
and children in shelter as well as those who are waiting for shelter; helping them to rebuild their lives,
free from fear.

Address the many complexities and barriers associated with domestic violence and sexual assault on
an individual level as well as a community systems level; responding to the unique needs of the
women and children we serve and i mproving our c¢commu

Continue to reach out to survivors through individual advocacy, emergency case management and
support groups after they leave shelter, offering an environment where a woman feels welcome and is
encouraged to share her story and her wisdom with others.

VISION STATEMENT

It is Friendship Homeds vision that someday the nee
will not be tolerated by anyone in the community, and that all homes will be places of love, support, and
safety.

We envision a community that embraces any woman or child who experiences domestic violence.

As neighbors and friends, we join together in our commitment to them by taking bold action to affect change.
We foresee a society that courageously holds abusers accountable for the crimes they commit against battered
women, and allows the victims of domestic violence to stay in their own homes and re -build their lives free
from fear.

We see Friendship Home as a haven of warmth and welcome, new beginnings, and empowerment for the
women and children who find shelter within our walls. Through unconditional acceptance and respect for the
journey a battered woman has taken, Friendship Home supports her as she stands tall and reaches higlii
providing the assistance she needs to help bring her dreams to reality.

Our vision is that children, who have seen and experience far more than their short years should demand,

are able to love, laugh and recapture the childhood that was taken from them too early. Our goal for them is
to break the cycle of violence and surround them with lessons of hope, understandings and acceptance.

As we reach toward this vision, we aspire to be known throughout the country as a successful model program,
propelling domestic violence services to new heights of achievement.
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n early fal/l 2010, a Friendship Home Womands Advoca
small children. Allie was scared of her husband Ron. She said he had been increasingly violent since his

hours had been cut back at the plant. He had always been pretty rough, but in the past few weeks he had

been especially cruel.

Allie called every other day and came into shelter only a week or so after her first call. Her twin daughters Ellie
and Jessie were three years old. Neither spoke. Allie said they seemed to get quieter the older they got. Ron
would yell at them and her if they got noisy and eventually they just stopped talking. Neither of them were potty
trained and would become highly agitated if you tried to separate them.

Over the next several months the twins were evaluated for any medical condition that could be responsible for
their developmental delay. When none was found Allie was referred to a child behavior therapist who began
working with them immediately.

Through the course of their stay at Friendship Home,
possible for Ellie and Jessie. Within a couple of months it would have been impossible to recognize the timid and
solemn little girls who first came into shelter. They were energetic, boisterous and smiling.

Allie found work at a daycare where she could also take her daughters at a substantially reduced fee. Allie said

t hat Ron woul dndét | et her work, even when he was wor k
dream was to have a daycare of her own and while she
0l guess since he didnoét kill me, he didndét kill it e
At first Ron made threats about trying to get custody
as to hire an attorney, but when information was subm
according to Allie, seems to have forgotten they even
or not but she wondt ever go back to that 1ife.
Today, the family occasionally comes to support group
wor king, but has added coll ege to her busy schedul e,

The girls still attend daycare. Allie laughed when she told the group that sometimes their teachers complain that
they talk too much!



Program Accomplishments

Nationwide an average of three women are killed everyday by an abusive partner. No one knows
how many women would be seriously injured or ev
able in our community.

What we do know is;

€ not a single one of the 665 women and children

who stayed in one of Frienc
dential shelters was injured or murdered by their

abusive partner.

€ women do not want to live and raise their children

in homes where there is domestic violence . Advo-

cates spent 1,535.25 hours on the telephone counseling
women in abusive relationships who want safe shelter.
Pre-shelter counseling is vital to keeping women and
children safe.

Pamela first called in May to ask about shelter. Unsure
about what to do, the advocate told her that the decision wa
hers to make and that she could call as often as she wantec
Eventually she chose to come into Friendship Home along
with her four children. Par
hardesit [[thillnjg ||l ©Bviel evier dor
my Kkids. 6

émore women than ever want e
shelter! 27% more women than last year, 592 women

with 730 children, to be exact, reached out to Friend-

ship Home for safe shelter and so much more.

Among them were Virginia and her two sons. 0l wa
t hat we had what we needed to | eave town. | don

ébatter ed wo me nsufiiers. t Thanks to 3he Allstate Foundation, Friendship Home can
continue offering Financial Empowerment groups and individual budget and credit counseling to the

women we serve.

Amie discovered that her husband had taken out three credit cards in her name. She was able to close the ¢
counts and begin restoration of her creditmi e t ol d t he group, Ol had no
woul dndt i f it hadndt been for this group. | kno

éwi thout vy o Wirginia ang Pamela and Ellen and Kay and Erin and Samantha and Yen

and Pru and Jacque and Latoya andeéée.all of the
Friendship Ho menigwmoubke alivetodady. Y& want to tell you what they always tell
uséThank You!



Heart of the Matter

Family, Faith and Friendship Home

Deni se assumed her marriage would be |Iike her parent?d
security. What she found, however, was that hers was just the opposite. From the moment
of 61 do,d6 Denise was belittled, beaten, and scared i

As she told her story to the room full of Friendship Home donors, staff, and volunteers,
Denise choked up a few times, but with the silent encouragement of all the guests, she was
able to also tell how she found a new life through Friendship Home. How she finished
college and now works as a social worker, giving back to the community who helped her
when she needed it.

. . . . Joe Jurgens & Advocate
The room was at Embassy Suites on February 18 where Friendship Home held its annual  4f the vear Dani Jurgens

Donor Recognition Luncheon. Eastridge Presbyterian Church, Lincoln Orthopaedic Center,

and Verizon Wireless were all recognized as Community Partners for their generous and tireless commitment to
ensuring safe shelter and services are available for victims of domestic violence. Dani Jurgens was honored as Ad-
vocate of the Year.

Verizon Wireless Community Lincoln Orthopaedic Center Eastridge Presbyterian
Partner Honorees Jeff Debrie, Community Partner Honorees Church Community
Kristin Wright, Doug Wyatt, Tara Sherman Partner Honorees

Amy Schlichting & Ben Plouzek & Pat Ganyon Cathy & Jim Crelin



